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Written Talk: The Scientific Connotation and Construction
Path of Building a Leading Country in Education

WANG Zhanjun LU Xiaozhong LIU Ji'an LI Sen CUI Youxing DU Binheng CHEN Shijian

Abstract: General Secretary Xi Jinping's important speech at the National Education Conference in September 2024
pointed out that a leading country in education with Chinese characteristics should have strong ideological and political
leadership, talent competitiveness, scientific and technological support, livelihood security, social synergy, and international
influence, providing robust support for building China into a great country and realizing national rejuvenation on all
fronts by pursuing Chinese modernization. These six aspects highly encapsulate the six major characteristics of building a
leading country in education with Chinese characteristics, systematically interpreting the scientific connotation and basic
path for building a strong education nation. They provide the correct direction and fundamental guidance for accelerating
the construction of an educational powerhouse. The six characteristics represent a new height of the Communist Party of
China's understanding of the regular laws of developing socialist education with Chinese characteristics. They also serve
as a distinct identifier of a strong nation in education with Chinese characteristics, and constitute an important dimension
and practical orientation for understanding and promoting the construction of a strong education nation characterized by
integrity, unity, and coordination. Only by accurately grasping the connotation, characteristics, and value orientation of the
"six major characteristics”" can we scientifically grasp the direction and pathway for building a strong education country. It
is necessary to grasp the political, people's, and strategic attributes of education and understand the rich connotations and
internal relationships of the six major characteristics from multiple dimensions, such as political, theoretical, historical, and
practical logic. The ideological and political education leadership underscores the commitment to the fundamental task of
fostering virtue and nurturing talent, reflecting the political direction and distinctive focus of a strong education nation.
Talent competitiveness reveals the ability to promote a virtuous cycle of education and science talents and cultivate and
attract high-level talent, highlighting the pioneering tasks and foundational status of a strong education nation. Scientific and
technological support refers to the ability of the education system to integrate innovative elements, cultivate and strengthen
national strategic scientific and technological forces, and serve high-level technological self-reliance and self-improvement,
revealing the strategic support and important mission of building a leading country in education. The livelihood security is
the ability to adhere to the people-centered approach and improve public services in education, which reveals the people's
attributes and value pursuit of a country with strong education. Social synergy is the ability to deepen comprehensive
education reform, promote internal collaboration within the education system, and cooperate with schools, families,
and society, showcasing the essential laws and practical requirements of building a leading country in education. The
international influence is the ability to accelerate the construction of an important educational center with global influence
that serves the country's overall strategy of opening up to the outside world, demonstrating the significant symbol and global
significance of an educational powerhouse. The six major characteristics form an organic whole, serving as the standard for
judging whether a strong education nation has been established and as a practical pathway for exploring its construction. It is
necessary to study the general basis, objectives, and tasks for building a leading country in education as a whole and promote
the coordinated advancement of specific pathways for constructing a strong education nation, ultimately achieving the long-
cherished aspirations of the Chinese nation since modern times, thereby providing robust support for strengthening the
nation and achieving national rejuvenation through modernization with Chinese characteristics.

Key words: leading country in education; ideological and political leadership; talent competitiveness; scientific and
technological support; livelihood security; social synergy; international influence
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